
  
Lime Lake Sewer District Frequently Asked Questions: 
  
Additional questions should be directed to a member of the Lime Lake Wastewater 
Committee: 
Tom Joseph, Lettie Chilson, Bob Ponton, Bob Allen, Frank Bork, Tom Reese, Cleon 
Easton, Bob McNamara 
 
Q. What is the property owner’s responsibility for providing power for the 
grinder pump and alarm panel?    
 
A. (provided by engineering firm) - The property owner will be responsible for 
providing a dedicated 30 amp/230v breaker at their panel.  If the property does not 
have 230v service, then they will be required to upgrade their service at their own 
expense.  We anticipate that the grinder pump installations will start late summer or 
fall of 2013.  It is recommended that property owners review their service and begin 
to make provisions for the dedicated breaker.  The grinder pump installation 
contractor will provide and install the electric components beyond the property 
owner's panel...i.e., the 4 conductor, 10 gauge copper wiring from the homeowner's 
panel to the alarm panel, the alarm panel on the residence, and the wiring from the 
alarm panel to the grinder pump. The Contractor will be responsible for contacting 
the owner to make arrangements for entering the residence to install the wiring.   
 
Q. What will be done and who is responsible for gray water lines?    
 
A. (provided by Cattaraugus Counter Director of Environmental Health responsible for 
Sanitary Code) - Each homeowner is responsible for their interior plumbing to make 
sure all wastewater lines go to the individual new pump stations. The Lime Lake 
Sewer Contractor will install the grinder pump (usually adjacent to the septic tank) 
and reroute the septic tank inlet piping to the grinder pump.  If there are existing 
gray water lines that currently do not go to the septic tank then it is the homeowner’s 
responsibility to get those lines routed to the septic tank.  If they wait, they may be 
able to coordinate their gray water pipe work with the grinder pump/piping 
installation but it's their responsibility to get the unconnected lines routed to the 
grinder pump inlet. In the future, after the grinder pump is installed, any new 



construction with plumbing has to be tied into the inlet for the grinder pump at the 
homeowner’s expense.   
Q. Is there any verification or enforcement policy to ensure home owners 
that have separate grey water outputs include them into the treatment 
process?   
 
A. (provided by Cattaraugus Counter Director of Environmental Health responsible for 
Sanitary Code) - The Health Dept. would have enforcement authority to compel 
people to discontinue any reported/ non-permitted gray water discharges and direct 
them to the new public sewer, although they do not have the resources/ manpower 
to go comprehensively inspect or dye test each cottage.  During construction the 
town's engineer will have a full-time inspector overseeing the work.  We would 
anticipate that pump station/ alarm operation, abandonment of individual septic 
tanks, and verification that all drain lines are tied in will be standard check-list items 
for the contractor & inspector.  If there is any question or doubt related to a specific 
service, or if we receive any formal complaints/ reports of discharges, the Health 
Dept. would gladly investigate such referrals on an individual basis and take action as 
warranted. 
  
Q. What will the sewer system cost me as a property owner? 
  
A. The following is a summary of the information provided at the public meeting 
January 22, 2011 and can be reviewed as part of the ENGINEER’S MAP, PLAN, AND 
REPORTFOR TOWN OF MACHIAS CATTARAUGUS COUNTY, NEW YORK LIME LAKE 
AREA WASTEWATER STUDY. The presentations presented material as written in the 
report with comparisons and experiences to similar systems such as Keuka Lake. 
  
The cost of the sewer system is divided into two categories, construction and annual 
operation. The total estimated construction cost was presented in the Map Plan and 
Report that was required to form the sewer district and secure funding for the 
project. The total project cost was estimated at $9,455,000.00. This amount is 
reduced by $2,000,000 of principal forgiveness through the NYS Clean Water Act 
Revolving Fund that the project qualified for. That leaves the balance of the capital 
costs to be repaid over 30 years. The maximum amount of capital cost authorized to 
be expended for the District is $9,455,000. 



  
Based on the definitions in the report a single family home represents one EDU. The 
first year cost for each EDU relative to the construction portion was estimated at 
$383.04. This cost was developed based on 519 Equivalent Dwelling Units (EDU’s) 
estimated for the entire district. The Map Plan and Report estimated the EDU’s in 
2010 based on the methods described in the report. This number is not a static 
number and is calculated annually. Also, the EDUs assigned to the commercial users 
are best estimates and may very as the usage patterns of the commercial users may 
vary from the estimates. 
  
Operations and maintenance will be included in the annual cost for properties using 
the system (this excludes vacant lots that are only assessed the capital cost.) The 
Map Plan and Report conservatively estimated the total cost for the first 10 years of 
operations and maintenance and estimated the annual cost per EDU would be 
$244.19 based on 473 EDU’s using the sewer system. 
  
The Map Plan and Report provides a best estimate of the first year costs for a typical 
EDU or user of the system. The total first year cost for each property using the sewer 
system was estimated at $627.23. 
  
Q. Can you guarantee the cost will stay the same for the long term? 
  
A. The cost could be higher or lower each year based on several factors: total number 
of EDU’s assessed, realized or unrealized maintenance and operation costs, and 
inflation. The Map Plan and Report attempted to provide a conservative but realistic 
estimate for decision making purposes. Checks and balances have been established to 
control costs of construction and other operations costs. For example, the Village of 
Franklinville and Town of Machias have made an agreement that establishes 
responsibilities for maintenance and have agreed to an annual rate for wastewater 
treatment at the Franklinville plant. The Town of Machias is not subject to annual 
changes or capital expenditures for the Village WWTS through this agreement. Those 
costs are all taken into consideration in the charges negotiated in the agreement. The 
agreement was negotiated for a term of thirty (30) years and the August 2012 that 
Franklinville charges Machias is tied to the rate they charge their own residents. If the 
rate they charge in Franklinville increases, then the rate charged the Lime Lake Sewer 



District will increase by the same percentage. 
  
The total project cost will be fixed once completed. Should there be any projected 
over runs, the Town of Machias would have to seek authorization for those over runs 
through the procedures described in state law. Hence, the total annual debt 
retirement portion of the costs will be fixed for 30 years. 
  
Q. How will I be billed for the sewer system? 
  
A. The Town of Machias has established a quarterly billing for the current water 
district. The town is anticipating developing a similar billing system for the sewer 
district. A bill will be sent to each user payable to the Town. Capital costs are 
expected to be levied annually through county tax bill. Unpaid bills are turned over to 
Cattaraugus County for collection with annual property taxes. The actual schedule 
and method of billing will be described in the Sewer Rent Law. 
  
Q. Does the Village of Franklinville have adequate capacity in their 
Wastewater Treatment System? 
  
A. The Map Plan and Report has a section that looks at the historic record of flows at 
the Franklinville Treatment Plant and the potential impact on plant capacity and 
operation in the event that the discharge of flows from Machias was allowed. The 
document looks at capacity in terms of flow volume and in terms of biological 
capacity to treat the flows. The report states that Franklinville does have wet weather 
flow increases that have in the past resulted in plant discharges that exceed the 
hydraulic limits set in the plan discharge permit. 
  
These increases historically happen in the winter and spring months, when flows from 
Lime Lake would be very low. The total expected flow from Machias is small in 
comparison to the flows generated in Franklinville. The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation commented on this issue during the environmental 
review process conducted by the Town Board before the plan for this District was 
approved. The DEC requested that a downstream capacity 
study be completed during a seasonal wet weather period to verify that the needed 
capacity was there. The project engineers carried out that study in the late winter and 



spring of 2011. The study revealed problems related to wet weather with indications 
that some of the increased flows were caused by leaks in the collection pipes in the 
Village of Franklinville and that some of the increased flows were related more to 
inflows such as direct connections of storm water into the sewer. 
  
DEC has asked the Village of Franklinville to develop a plan for how they will search 
for the sources of the excess flows and how they will begin to methodically make 
repairs and improvements to lessen these flows. The study done showed some 
surcharging in the system, but no overflows or backups of sewage were observed. 
Franklinville has retained their own engineer to develop the plan and their engineer 
will be working with our project engineers to satisfy DEC’s concerns. The Village of 
Franklinville has had some early success in finding and correcting problems and will 
be continuing to work on this as our project moves ahead.” 
  
Q. Can other users or communities “tap in” to the system and what controls 
are in place to protect Lime Lake Sewer System? 
  
A. There are three scenarios where additional users to the Lime Lake Sewer District or 
Village of Franklinville WWTS could impact the capacity of the system. Each scenario 
has controls in place to ensure that the system maintains adequate treatment while 
still providing a benefit. In addition provisions for protecting the financial rights and 
environmental benefit of the systems are also in place. 
  
Scenario #1 Expansion within the Lime Lake Sewer District: It is expected that some 
growth will occur during the life of the Lime Lake Sewer District such as new houses 
or potential businesses (restaurant for example). Some expansion capacity was 
provided in the initial assessment and in the design for the system to handle in-
district expansion. However, the Town of Machias is limited to a maximum average 
daily flow that it can send to Franklinville for treatment. This maximum permitted 
gallons Franklinville is allowed by the NYSDEC. Additions within the district cannot 
exceed this number without approvals. Requirements for applying for in-district 
service will be included in the Sewer Use Law adopted by the town. 
  
Scenario #2 Expansion outside the Lime Lake Sewer District but within the Town of 
Machias. The Town of Machias could conduct legal proceedings or contract with 



entities within the town but outside the district within the limits of the average daily 
flow allowed in the agreement with Franklinville. If the sewer system was expanded, 
NYS DEC approval would be required. 
  
Scenario #3 Expansion outside the Town of Machias from another community (like 
Farmersville) to the 
Machias force main leading to the Franklinville WWTS. 
  
The Town of Machias, Village of Franklinville and the NYSDEC would have to approve 
the addition. Other entities forming a district or other sewer system would be subject 
to the same requirements governing the formation of the Lime Lake Sewer District. 
For example environmental review and system impact studies may be required. There 
is distinct ownership of the Lime Lake Sewer System transmission lines, pumping 
station and district by the Town of Machias. No entity outside the Town of Machias is 
allowed to “tap in” without negotiating that right with the Town. This agreement 
would include financial as well as use requirements. The same is true for the Village 
of Franklinville to accept another entity for treatment that does not involve Town of 
Machias infrastructure (e.g. force main.) The NYSDEC and Village of Franklinville 
would be affected agencies and their approval would be required. 
  
Q. What about a sewer district commissioner’s board or zoning board for 
the district run by LLCOA members? 
  
A. There are many parts to this question. Some basic points to remember are that 
this is a municipal sewer system owned by the Town of Machias. The town board, as 
it does for the water district, is governed by state and federal laws as to their 
responsibilities for controls and public protection of the sewer system. The Sewer Use 
Law being drafted is limited in its application and scope to the sewer system and 
cannot establish limits on building, lake, or property use, only limits relative to inputs 
and use of the sewer system. 
  
Establishing zoning is a separate and distinct action. Machias does not have zoning. 
Controls in the form of a zoning or planning board are subject to the approval of the 
whole town and not limited to just the sewer district. In order to implement zoning 
the Town Board would have to commission a committee of people representing the 



various concerns of the whole town to prepare a comprehensive plan for the Town. 
This Plan would then be the basis for the development of a Zoning Law which 
requires public participation and hearing. The plan is required to address the entire 
town and to address the needs of the entire town which can be quite divergent. This 
plan may also be subject to county or regional planning board review as well as other 
state required reviews. Any Town of Machias zoning law could specifically address 
restrictions and controls relative to the boundaries established for the Lime Lake 
Sewer District. 
  
However these actions and restrictions are separate from the controls established for 
sewer district use. Interested parties could participate on development of the town 
zoning plan however if a zoning board is established; it would be required to 
represent the entire town and not limited to one group. 
  
Q. What is the Sewer Use Law and will I have input? 
  
The Town of Machias will draft a Sewer Use Law and User Charge Law to establish 
the definitions for limits on use, and responsibilities of the town and individual system 
users, and how the system costs are assessed. Once a Use Laws are drafted, The 
Town Board calls a public hearing and provides public notice of it. At the hearing, the 
Town Board receives public input. After the hearing, the Town Board can adopt the 
local law enacting the Sewer Use Law and User Charge Law as initially proposed or as 
revised. 
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