
Lime Lake Sewer Project – Progress Update 

Design and Construction 

The completion of the design for all three phases of the sewer project: Force Main, Pumping Station, 

and Collection System was a major milestone achieved this month.  Designs will be submitted to NYS 

DEC in the next two weeks for approval.  NYS DOT and the EFC financing the project will also review the 

design.  Once all required reviews and approvals are complete (estimated to be end of February), all 

three phases will be sent out for bid.  The Force Main and Pumping Station construction phases are 

scheduled for summer 2013 with collection system starting as soon as the testing is complete on the 

first two phases completing over the winter 2014. 

The new system will require property owners to provide power at their panel by the start of the 

collection system installation next fall. Any plumbing changes to include gray water discharges are also 

advised.  The contractor selected for installing the collection system will be coordinating with each 

property owner in advance of construction to finalize locations and coordinate installation.  This 

summer would be the best time to ensure each property service is ready for installation. 

Property owners will be sent an easement for installation of the system.  This agreement between the 

Town and property owner is important to establish protections for both parties.  Timing of the mailing of 

easements has not been finalized but is expected the first half of this year. 

Sewer Use and Rent Laws 

The Town of Machias has drafted the Sewer Use and Sewer Rent Laws that will govern the installation, 

maintenance, future connections and collection of service fees.  The laws are provided for your review.  

The Town will schedule a public hearing in mid-January to receive comments prior to enacting the laws.  

The date and time of the hearing will be published in local newspapers. 

Property owners in the Lime Lake Sewer District will see sewer district charges as a separate line item in 

their 2013 annual tax bill starting in January.  The charges are related to the costs for the design and 

construction of the system (capital costs) and do not include service fees for connections.  Property 

owners will receive a separate bill quarterly for sewer service after they are connected and using the 

system.   

The Sewer Rent Law defines how properties are assessed.  Equivalent Dwelling Units ( EDU) is the 

standard used for this assessment.  Each year prior to assessing taxes, the Town updates the EDU count 

for the system.  The Lime Lake Sewer District 2013 EDU count is 538.5. For 2013, one (1) EDU will be 

assessed capital costs of $383.04.  


